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EMPIRE AND (IM-)MOBILITY IN SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST
ASIA, 19th & 20t CENTURIES

Programme for the Workshop at the India International Centre, New Delhi
Lecture Room -1, IIC Annexe

6-7 February 2026

Friday, 6 February
9.45 - 10.00: WELCOME (Siddharth Pandey and Harald Fischer-Tiné)

10.00 - 11.15: [PANEL 1] ‘High-Modernist’ Mobility Technologies and
Infrastructures

PHILIP KRAUER (ETH-Zurich): Beyond the Rails: The Transimperial Journey of the
Java Bogie’ in the 1920s

ANDREAS GREINER (GHI, Washington DC): Negotiating Imperial Aviation: Inter-
dependence, Rivalry and Public Pressure in India (1920s - 1930s)

11.15 - 11.30: SHORT COFFEE BREAK

11.30 - 12.45: [PANEL 2] Two-Wheeled Micro-Mobility and Power

TEUKU REZA FADELI (Universitas Indonesia, Djakarta): Calibrated Motion and the
Bicycle in Colonial Indonesia, 18920s-1930s

HARALD FISCHER-TINE (gd:c, LMU Munich): Mobility Technology and Mobility
Inequality: The Early Career of the Bicycle in India (1870s to 1920s)

12.45 - 1.45: LUNCH



1.45 - 3.00: [PANEL 3] Dissolving Distance, Reconstituting Remoteness

MIHIR JHA (IIT Delhi): Transport Systems, Recreational Pastoralism and
Externalization of ‘Nature’ in Late Colonial Chotanagpur

ABHIMANYU PANDEY (Ahmedabad University): From ‘Almost All There Is’ to ‘A
Remote Region’: Remoteness and Connectivity in Spiti from the Colonial to
the Postcolonial periods

3.00 - 3.15: SHORT COFFEE BREAK

3.15 - 4.30: [PANEL 4] Maritime Circulations of Labour and Knowledges

OISHI DHAR (University of Hawai’i): Steam Patriotism and Subaltern Mobility:

Indigenous Maritime Enterprise and the Politics of Mobility in Colonial
Bengal (1830-1940)

SHIVANGI JAISWAL (University of Venice): ‘Skilling for the Empire’: Wartime Mobility
of Indian Workers in the 1940s

4.30 - 4.45: SHORT COFFEE BREAK

4.45 - 5.45: [KEYNOTE]

DAVID ARNOLD, (Warwick University): Mobility: Its Modes, Technologies and
Constraints

Saturday, 7 February

10.00 - 11.15 [PANEL 5] Deviancy in Motion

MICHAELA DIMMERS (Max Weber Forum for South Asian Studies (MWF), New Delhi):
Mobility and Immobility in British Indian Prisons

VAIBHAV BHARDWAJ (Shiv Nadar University): Negotiating Borders, Performing
Sovereignty: Extradition and the Mobility of ‘Criminals’ in Early
Postcolonial South Asia



11.16 - 11.45: COFFEE BREAK

11.45 - 1.00 [PANEL 6] Pinnacles, Promenades and Perambulations

GREGORY GOULDING (UPenn, Philadelphia): Domesticating Mobility: Integration
through Travel in Rahul Sankrityayan’s late-career Himalayan Travelogues

SIDDHARTH PANDEY (ICAS:MP, Delhi): Ways of Wayfaring: ‘Malling’ and the
Transformation of Simla to Shimla

1.00 - 2.00: LUNCH

2.00 - 3.15 [PANEL 7] Passports, Passages and Permeable Places: Borders,
Belonging and Community Building

NAINA MANJREKAR (IIT Bombay): Partitioning Ports and Seas: From Indian Seamen
to undesirable Aliens

ARNAB DUTTA (Groningen University): The Greater India Society and Anticolonial
(Im)mobilities in Interwar Asia

3.15 - 3.30: SHORT COFFEE BREAK

3.30 - 4.30: CONCLUDING DISCUSSION

The event is open for all, but there is limited seating. Kindly confirm your attendance by
January 31, 2026 to the organizers
(spandey_87@yahoo.co.in and harald.fischertine@gess.ethz.ch).
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